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5 Great Forests:
127,783 km2

ü 3 times the size of Switzerland













47% of Central 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
carbon is 
stored in the
5 Forests



Resiliency and 
adaptation to 
climate change

Å Watershed protection
Å Local climate regulation
Å Natural disaster mitigation



Migratory Birds



Mesoamerica in Crisis
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Illegal cattle ranching is responsible 
for more than 90 percent of recent 
ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƭƻǎǎ ƛƴ aŜǎƻŀƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
strongholds





Illegal ranching is often connected 
to drug trafficking and money 
laundering.



Narco-Ranching



1-2M cattle per year
Å Brucellosis
Å Tuberculosis
Å Screw worm?
Å Bird Flu?



White-lipped 
peccary range 
reduction 

87%



Organized crime in forests:
insecurity, violence, and degradation of natural 
resources.
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Climate    Change
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Brooklyn Bridge Forest

A Holistic Strategy for 

Environmental Security, Food Security, Regional Security,

Human wellbeing



Initiative:

5 Great Forests of Mesoamerica



Principles

1. A movement, not a project.



5 Great Forests Alliance



MLA

Indigenous and Local Community Partners Government Partners

Civil Society Local and Technical Partners

Å Ministries of Environment
Å PA Agencies
Å Ministries of Ag & Ranching
Å Public Ministries 
Å Ministries of Justice
Å Provincial / Departmental and 

Municipal Governments
Å OrganismoInternacionalRegional de 

SanidadAgropecuaria(OIRSA)Etc., etc.

Etc., etc.



Principles

2. Address existential threats



Fewer 
Cows

More 
Trees



Principles

3. Community leadership, local solutions





COP25 Madrid, COP26 Glasgow, COP27 Sharm El Sheikh





The 5 Great Forests in Regional Policy

ÅRegional Environmental Strategy (ERAM)

ÅRegional Climate Commitment (AFOLU 2040)



Priority Actions 



1. Strengthen Protected & Community Areas

ÅCompliance with laws and regulations to ensure the complete 
absence of livestock in protected areas and indigenous territories.



2. Responsible Livestock Traceability
ÅEnsuring that cattle and their products come from deforestation-

free and conflict-free zones. 



3. Green Alternatives

ÅForest-compatible food and economic 
systems that do not depend on or 
enable cattle ranching. 



4. Restore and Rewild

ÅForest restoration that regenerates areas degraded by livestock 
pastures, maximizing ecological integrity, social benefits, job 
creation and financial sustainability. 



5. Mesoamerica as a Global Example
Å Research, monitor, and evaluate the effectiveness of the 5 Forests Initiative 

and communicate its impacts
Å Strategic communication to advocate for change


