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5 Great Forests:
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47% of Central
America’s
carbon is
stored in the

5 Forests




Resiliency and
adaptation to

climate change
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Migratory Birds
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Mesoamerica in Crisis
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lllegal cattle ranching is responsible
for more than 90 percent of recent
forest loss in Mesoamerica’s wildlife

strongholds







lllegal ranching is often connected
to drug trafficking and money
laundering.







To domestic markets
in Mexico and to the
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InSight Crime investigations




White-lipped
peccary range
reduction




Organized crime in forests:
insecurity, violence, and degradation of natural
resources.




Environmental Defenders
Cumulative per capita killings 2012-2022

(per million)
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Daily Surface Air Temperature, Tropics (23.5°S-23.5°N, 0-360°E) = Export Chart

Dataset: ECMWF Reanalysis v5 (ERAS) downloaded from C3S | Image Credit: ClimateReanalyzer.org, Climate Change Institute, University of Maine
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Principles

1. A movement, not a project.
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Principles

2. Address existential threats
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Principles

3. Community leadership, local solutions



Mesoamericana
de Pueblos y Bosques




COP25 Madrid, COP26 Glasgow, COP27 Sharm El Sheikh
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The 5 Great Forests in Regional Policy

e Regional Environmental Strategy (ERAM)
e Regional Climate Commitment (AFOLU 2040)
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Priority Actions



1. Strengthen Protected & Community Areas

 Compliance with laws and regulations to ensure the complete
absence of livestock in protected areas and indigenous territories.




2. Responsible Livestock Traceability

* Ensuring that cattle and their products come from deforestation-
free and conflict-free zones.




3. Green Alternatives

. . THE ROATAN
* Forest-compatible food and economic CHOCOLATE FACTORY®

&
systems that do not depend on or CONSERVATION COLLECTION
enable cattle ranching.
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4. Restore and Rewild

* Forest restoration that regenerates areas degraded by livestock

ty, social benefits, job

ing ecological integri

creation and financial sustainability.
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5. Mesoamerica as a Global Example

* Research, monitor, and evaluate the effectiveness of the 5 Forests Initiative
and communicate its impacts

e Strategic communication to advocate for change

|ON SOCIETY
WILDLIFE CONSERVATI
CONSEJO NACIONAL DE AREAS PROTEGIDAS

3 )
2 ".‘
B "i;‘-’ i ‘{%m

EFORESTACION EN LA RESERvA
2009

LA ESTI
MONITOREO DE INCENDIOS FORESTALES EN IMACION DE LA p

RESERVA DE BIO!

SFERA MAYA, TEMPORADA 2009 DE BIOSFERA MAYA, PERIODO 2007 -




Conservation Impact:
By 2030, in the 5 Forests there will be:

* 10 million hectares protected

500,000 hectares recovered and restored
* Zero extinctions

e Zero illegal cattle

* Improved human well-being, especially of
Indigenous Peoples and local communities

Mesoamerica as a global example



éls it possible?
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Belize

Maya Forest
Corridor

- Maya Forest Corridor
3 Forest Blocks
30,000 Acre Acquisition




Honduras
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* Stopping the “Narco Road” in the Moskitia



Guatemala’s
Maya Biosphere Reserve:
Ruta a Carmelita



2005-2009: “Narcoranching” explodes
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Overflights to count cattle
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Ganado y Deforestacion,
Concesiones Comunitarias de la RBM

ha deforestacion =2.5048 (# vacas) + 14.285
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Cancellation and even eviction of community concessions




Multisectoral Efforts
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Patrols and Field Ops




Destruction of Narco-ranches
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High-Impact, Emblematic Legal Cases

Ganadero queda ligado a proceso por
usurpacion de tierras

El Juzgado Primero de Instancia penal de San Benito, Petén, ligo a proceso
al ganadero Rodolfo Antonio Guerra Cameros, sindicado de cuatro delitos
relacionados con usurpacion de tierras en un biotopo de ese departamento.




Declaracion por Presidente Alvaro Colom, 2010:

“Para este 15 de
septiembre he ordenado
al Ejercito que ingrese y
tome Laguna del Tigre.
Adios a los narcos y su
ganado. No quiero ver
mas ni una sola cabeza
de ganado, porgue la voy x
a destazar y repartirla a
los pobres”™




Retiro Voluntario del Ganado Retiran Qanadode

e Laguna del Tigre

*10,000 — 17,000 cabezas desalojadas
voluntariamente de fincas ilegales
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*155,000 ha recovered in the Maya Biosphere Reserve, Guatemala




Gran Botado de La Colorada, 2009



Bosque secundario en el Gran Botado de La Colorada, 2023
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May 2023: First harvest of honey
from San Miguel, 1080 lbs



Net forest gain in the
Maya Biosphere Reserve

Valores de pérdida de bosgue
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Figura 04. Evoluci6én de la tasa neta de cambio 2000-2020

Breakthrough after 30 years of investment!
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